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Nepen obepawwmmm CcTO0A9N0 YeTbipe OOKana C HAMOMIOBUHY HEQONUTbLIM
BMHOM — SBHbLIM MNPU3HAK, 4YTO CaMuU COOYTLISIbHUKKU yXe MOJSIHbl [0
KpaeB. [oBopunau, yxe He chAywas OTBETOB, M Kaxablh 6bil 3aHAT
TONbKO CcaMuM cobow; ronoca CTaAaHOBUAUCHL TpoOMYE, XecCThl
pa3Bf3HeNn, rnasa pa3ropanucsb.

To 6bin oben XONOCTAKOB, CTapbiX, 3aKOpPEHeNblX XO0NOCTAKOB. ITwU
TpaguuMOHHble obefbl BBENMM OHM B ObOblYanM neTt gBapguaTb TOMy Ha3afg,
okpecTtus wux wuMeHeM «lUenumbat». Wx O6bINO TOrga 4eTblpHapguaThb
Opy3en, TBEpOO PEewumBWMX HUKOrga He BCTynaTb B 6pak. Tenepb uX
OCTaBasoCb TONbKO 4YeTBepo: Tpoe yMepnau, OCTallbHble CceMepo
XEHUNUCH .

3TN 4YeTBepo AepXanucb CTOWKO M B Mepy CBOMX CUN TWwaTesbHO
cobnwpann npaBwuna, YCTaHOBJIEHHbleE TMNPWU OCHOBAHMM 3TOrO
nwbonbiTHOro copgpyxectBa. OHM panu Opyr OPYry TOPXECTBEHHYI0
KNATBY COBpaWaTb C TaK Ha3blBAaeMOro npsAMOro nyTuM BCEX XEHWWH,
KaKuX TONbKO YypaeTcsa, NpeanoyvyTUTenbHO Xe — XEeH CBOUX ApPYy3eun U
ewe npeanoyvyTUTenbHEW — XeH caMbix 6nu3kux ppy3en. BoT nouemy,
KakK TONbKO KTO-HMbyab M3 HMUX BbIXOAMN M3 uX obwectBa MU
ob63aBoanncd CeMben, OH CMNewun OKOHYaTeNlbHO MNOpBaTb CO BCEMMU
NPEXHUMU COTOBApPULLAMN .

KpoMe To0ro, oHuM o6d3aHb 6biNM 3a KaxgbiM TakuMm obepom
mcnoeepnoBatTbCa ppyr nepep OpyroM U paccCkKa3biBaTb BO BCeX
nogpobHOCTAX — C MMEHaMM M CaMbiMU TOYHbLIMW CBEOEeHUAMU — O
nocnegHuMx cBoux noxoxaeHusx. OTciopa nosswunacb CBOEro popa
norosopka, Bowegwas y HuUX B obuxond: «BpaTb, KakK XONOCTAK».
KpoMe TOro, OHM NponoBefoBasn MOJSIHENWEE MNpPe3peHue K XeHWUHe,
KOTOPYKW CUYMTaNM «XMBOTHbLIM OpyAMEM HacnaxgeHusa». Ha KaxgoM wary
OHW uuTuposanu lloneHrayspa, KOTOPOMY MOK/OHAMMCb, paToBanu 3a
BOCCTAHOB/IEHNWE TrapeMOB W cCpefHeBeKOBbIX OaweH W npukasanwu
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BbILMTb Ha CTONOBOM Oenbe, npepHa3HayeHHOM paOna obepos
«lennbata» pgpeBHee HacTaBneHue: «Mulier, perpetuus infans»
[1], — a nog HuMM cnosa Anbdpepa pe BuHbuU:

.0, XeHwwmHa — 6onbHoe,
[IBeHaouaTb pa3 HeyucToe AuUTa!

TakuMm obpa3oM, npe3vpas XeHWUH, OHM OyManu TONbKO O HUX, XWUNu
TONbKO UMW M YCTPEMNASIM HA HUX BCE CBOW MOMBIC/LI, BCE YCUNUS.
MpexHne wux TOBapuwum, BCTynuBlwKMe B OpakK, Ha3blBalM YEHOB
COOpyXecCcTBa CTapbiMyu BOSIOKMTaAMU, BbLICMEUBANM UX U B TO Xe BpeEMS
nobanBanuce.

Opyxeckne npu3HaHua Ha obepax «UenubaTta» nonaranocb HayuMHaTb
33 WAMMNAHCKUM.

CerogHs 3TW CTapuU4ykm — BeOb OHU ObIIM yXe CcTapbl, HO 4yeM bonble
CTAapunucb, TeM MNpOoCTpaHHee pacCKa3biBanu Opyr QOpyry MCTopuu o
CBOUX Nopa3uTenbHbiXx nobepmax, — CErogHs OHW OblNM HEeucTowuMbl. 3a
nocnegHUn Mecal Kaxgbih U3 HuUX ycnen cobna3HuTb He MeHee OfHOMU
XEeHWWHbl B OeHb. W Kakume 370 6binn xeHuwuHbl! CaMble Monopgble, Camble
3HaTHble, caMble BoraTble, CaMble KpacuBble!

Korgpa pacckasbl ObliM 3aKOHYeHbl, TOT, KTO Haydan nNepsBbM, a 3aTeM
gonxeH Obin BbICNyWaTb BCEX OCTallbHbIX, MOAHANCS.

[1] «XeHwuHa, BeyHoe OuTa» (naTt.).

— Hy, a Tenepb, KOrga Mol BOOBOJIb HaxBacCTanluCb, — CKa3an OH, —
1 xoTen Ob noBepaTtb BaM He O MNOC/flefHEM, a O MNepBOM CBOEM
NOXOXOAEHUN; 9 pa3yMew nepsoe NwWbOOBHOE MNPUKINOYEHNE B MOEW
¥M3HKU, nepsBoe napeHune (Mbo 3To mageHune) B 00BATMAX XeHwuHb. O,
S He cobupawcCb onucbiBaTb MOMW.. Kak 6bl 3TO CKa3aTb?.. Hy, CaMblit
nepebin Mo onbiT. HetT! lepBbi nepenpuirHYyThiIM POB (S FOBOPW «pPOB>»
B CMbicie (urypanbHOM) He 3aknw4vaeT B cebe HMYEero MHTEpecHoro.
06bIY4HO OH rpfA3eH, W NoAHUMaewbCAa OTTyda HEMHOrO MCNaykKaHHbIN,
VWUMBWNCL e€ewe OOHOW NpenecTHOW WANK3UKN, WUCNbITbIBAs CMyTHOEe
OTBpalleHMe M nerkyw rpycib. PeanbHas cTopoHa nwbsu, Korpga
BNepBble CcOoMpuMKacaewbCsa C HeW, cflerka oTTallkKMBaeT; B Me4yTax OHa
npenctaBnanacb COBCEM MHOW, — Bonee HexHon, 6onee YyTOHYEHHOMW.
N y BaCc ocTaeTcs MopasibHOe U PU3M4YeCcKoe OolWyweHne TOWHOTHI, Kak



bbiBaeT, KOrpga C/y4alHoO nonagjaellb PyKOW BO 4YTO-HMOYyOb Nnunkoe wu
HeT BOObl, 4TOOb NMOMbITbCHA. CKONMbKO HM OTTUpPanm — 3TO OCTaeTcH.
[a, HO KakK Nerko u ObLICTPO K 3TOMY npuBblkaewb! YBepsw Bac, 4TO
3T0 TakK. W Bce xe.. BCe Xe f JIMYHO BCEerpga coxajen, 4YTo He Mor
0aTb COBET TBOPUY B TOT MOMEHT, KOrga OH Obil 3aHAT pa3peleHuneM
3TOro Bonpoca. YTo UMeHHO a npuagyman 6bl, NpaBO, He 3HaKw, HO
yBepeH, 4YTo ycTpoun 6b BCce MHayve. A nocTtapancsa 6ol
CKoOMbUHUpoBaTb 3T0 6onee npunnyHeiM obpa3soM M 6onee NO3TUYHO, —
ga, uMMeHHo 6oJsiee Mo3TUYHO.

A Haxoxy, 4To rocnogb 6or nposasun cebd MNOUCTUHE CNUWKOM..
CNIMWKOM.. HaTypanucTtoM. Ero wmusobperteHuw He xBaTaeT M0O33uUM.

Tak BOT A X04y pacCccCKa3aTb BaM O MOEW NepBOW CBETCKOMW XEHWMWHe,
O MNepBON CBETCKOW XeHWMHe, KOTopyw s cobna3sHun. BuHOBaAT, 4
X0Ten ckKa3aTb, KoTopas MeHs cobna3Huna. Bepgb Ha nepsbiXx nopax
3TO Mbl NOMNAfaeMCs B JIOBYIWKY, TOrga Kak MO3XeE.. BNPOYEM, U MO3Xe
TO Xe camoe.

9To 6bla nogpyra Moen MaTepu, HO BCe elle nNpenecTtHas XeHuuHa.
MopobHble co3maHua ObiBAWT HEBWHHbI OBbLIMHO TONBLKO MO rFAynocTw,
Korga Xe OHu Bnwbndawtca, To goxooaT go beweHcTBa. Hac ob6BuHsAwT
B TOM, 4TO Mbl UX pa3BpawaeM. Huyero nopobHoro! C HUMM BCerpa
BLIXOAMT TaK, 4YTO MOFOHW Ha4YMHAET He OXOTHUK, a 3aau. 0, y Hux
TakoW BWA, 4YTO OHW COBCEM TYT HU NpPU YEM, HO, MOBEpPbTE, OHWU
OYeHb [axe NpU YeM; OHW He3aMeTHO BepTAT HaMuM, KakK 3axoTAT, a
NMOTOM YynpeKawT HaCc B TOM, 4YTO Mol uUX norybunu, obecyecTtunum,
onosopwunu, N BCe 4YTO YyrogHo!

Ta, 0 KOTOpOM A roBOPK, HECOMHEHHO, NuTana Oe3yMHOe XenaHue
ObiTb ONO30pPEHHON MHOW. En 6biNO0 neTt TpuaouaTb MNATb, MHE Xe
TONbKO nowen pBafguatb TpeTunm rof. A CTONMbKO Xe NOoMblWAasa 0 ee
COBpalleHMNn, CKONMbKO O TOM, 4Tobbl coenatbCa TpannucTtoM. Ho BOT
OOHaXAbl, KOrga s, nNpuas K HEW C BU3UTOM, He 6e3 yaumBneHusd
paccMaTpuBall ee KOCTIOM, YTPEeHHUW MNeHblap, M[OBOJIbHO-TAKMU
OTKPbITbIN, — OTKPbITHIN, KaK BXOO B LEPKOBb, KOrga 3BOHAT K
obeqHe, — OHa B3f/71a MO PYKYy, CXana ee TaK, KakK OHW CXUMalT B
NOAoOHbIE MUHYTHI, U C 3aMUMpaKwWMM B300XOM, OOHMM U3 Tex B3O0XOB,
KOTOopble MAYT M3 CaMou rnybuHbl CywecTBa, CKa3ana MHe:

— 0! He cMoTpuTe Ha MeHsa TakK, AuTa Mmoe!

1 nokpacHen, KakKk MNOMUAOP, MW, KOHeYHo, opoben ewe Oonbuwe



00blYHOrO0. MHe o4YeHb XOTeNnocCb yapaTb, HO OHa Oepxana MeHs 3a
PYKY, W Oepxana Kpenko. 3aTeM nonoxuna Mow pyKy K cebe Ha
rpyaob, Ha MbiHYW Fpyab, WM NpOMONBUAA:

— Cnbwnte? YyecTByeTe, Kak bbetcs Moe ceppue?

PasymeeTcs, OHO 6unocb. f HauumHan Koe O 4YeM porafgbiBaTbCsA, HO
He 3HaNn, KaK NPUHATbCA 3a feno, € 4yero Havyatb. C Tex nop 4
CUNIbHO M3MeHUncs.

Tak Kak 1 CTOfin BCe B TOM Xe No3e — ofHa Mofl pykKa Oba npuxaTa
K NyxJloM NOQKNagke ee ceppua, a B AQPYyron a pepxan wnasny,
npoponxas rnsgeTb Ha XEHWWMHY CO CMYWEHHOW W raynown ynelbkou, C
ynelbKon ucnyra, — OHa BHe3aMnHO BbLINPSAMMIACb U pPa3rHEBAHHO
KPUKHyna:

— Y10 310! Kak Bbl BepeTe cebsa, Monopon 4yenosek! Bbl HenpunnyHbl
M NNOXO0 BOCMAUTAHbI!

A ObiCTPO oOTAEepHYn PpyKy, nepectan ynebatbca, 3anenetan
W3BUHEHUS, MOOHANCA W Bblwen o0b6eCcKypaXeHHbi, NOoTepsaB rOJIOBY.

Ho A nomanca, 8 cTanl Me4yTaTb 0 Heln. A Haxopgun ee
OYyapoBaTeNnbHOW, BOCXUTUTENbHOW, BoobOpaxan, 4to nwbnio ee, nwbun
BCerga, v pewun 6biTb NPEeAnpPUMMMYMBLIM, OaxXe OEP3KUM!

Korpa 4 cHoBa yBupgen ee, OHa ykpagkou ynelbHynacb MHe. 0, 3Ta
ynolbka, Kak OHa B3BOJIHOBana MeHs! A ee pykonoxatue 6bino
MHOMO3HaYUTENbHO [OATUM U HACTOWYUBLIM,

C aTO0ro gHa 4, NO-BUAMMOMY, M Ha4yan yXxaxuBaTb 3a Heu. [lo
KpaMHen Mepe OHa YyBeps/sla MeHd NOTOM, 4To s ee obonbcTun,
nokopun un obecyecTun c pegkMM KOBAPCTBOM U JNIOBKOCTbK, C
yrnopCcTBOM MaTeMaTWUKa M KOBApCTBOM anaua.

Ho ogHO 06CTOATENbCTBO CTPaAWHO MEHA CMywasno: B KakOM MecTe
3aBepuntca Moa nobepa? A ¥un B CceMbe, a Ha 3TOT CYeT Mow
pOAHble ObiNM HEeNnpuUMUPUMBI. Y MeEHs ewe He XBaTano CMenocTu cpeawu
6ena OHS nepecTynuTb MOPOr TFOCTUHMULI NOA PYKY C XEHWWHOMW, a
NOCOBETOBATbCA MHe OblI0 HEe C KeM.

Ho TyT Kak-TOo MOf nogpyra B wWyTnuBon becepe CO MHOW MNpuUHANAch
yTBepXgatb, 4YTO Yy KaxXgoro MONOJOro 4yenoseka f[ONXHaA ObiThb
OTAeNbHaa KOMHaTa B ropoge. Mol xunu B [Mapuxe. 370 6bin npobneck
CBeTa; A CHAN KOMHATy, M OHa Tyaa npuwna.

OHa npuwna Tyoa B XONIOAHbIM HOSAOPbCKMA fOeHb. MeHA CWUbHO CMywan
3TOT BM3UT, U MHe XOTenocCb Obl OTSIOXUTb €ro, MNOTOMY UYTO HEeNb3f



Obl10 pa3BecTu OrHa. A Henb3a 6bNO pa3BeCTM OrMHA MOTOMY, 4TO
KaMMH fObiMun. Kak pa3 HakaHyHe f YyCTpPOWUN CUEHY MOEMY XO3AUHY,
ObiBlIEMY KOMMepCaHTy, M OH obewan MHe, 4TO 3aBTpa-nocse3aBTpa
caMm npupgeT BMecTe C TpyboumcTtoM, 4TOObL XOpoweHbKO pa3obpaTbca,
Kakaa TpebyeTcs MNO4YMHKA.

Kak TonbkKo oHa Bowfna, A o00bABUA:

— Y MeHs HeT orHsa, tpyba ObMUT!

He BHMKHYB B CMbIC1 MOMUX CJI0B, OHa npobopMmoTana:

— Huyero, y MeHa OOCTaATOYHO..

N Tak Kak g 6bln youBfeH, OHa 3anHynacb, COBCEM CMYTUBWWUCH,
3aTeM npoposixana:

— A yXx M He 3Haw, 4YTO roBOpPwW.. 4 C ymMa cowna.. Tepsw rosnosy!
Boxe, 4to 4 pgenaw! HecuyacTHas, 3adeM s npuwna? 0, Kakon no3op,
Kakon no3sop!..

N oHa, pbigasi, ynana B Mou obbATUA.

A nosepwun B Yrpbi3eHUMs ee COBECTU W NOKMAANCA, 4YTO He MNMPUTPOHYCb
K Hen. Torpga oHa CO CTOHOM obpywumnacb K MOUM HOTlaM:

— Ho pa3Be Tbl He BuAauWb, 4T0o a9 nwbnw Teba, 4yTto Tl nobepun
MeHs, posen po 6esymua?

A cyen MoOMeHT nogxopgdwum, 4Tobbl HayaTb HacTynieHue. HO OHa
B3APOrHyna, BbiNpAMUIACb, BCKO4YMNa M paxe bpocunacb npaATaTbCad B
WwKan, Kpuya:

— 0, HeT, HeT, He CMOTpPUTe Ha MeHa! 3pecb CBeT/I0O, MHe CTbigHO!
Ax, ecnu Ob Thl He Bupen MeHA, ecnu O6b Mb ObNM Cc TOOOM B
TEMHOTe, Houbl, BAoBoeM! MMogymanm Tonbko! Kakas Meuta! Ho 3TOT
ceet!..

A 6pocuncs K OKHY, 3aKpbil CTaBHW, 3aQepHyn rapauHel, 3aBecun
CBOMM nNanbTo npobuBaBwMUCA Ny4y CBeTa, MNOTOM, BLITAHYB PYKH,
4yTO0Obl HE CMOTKHYTbCH O CTy/bfA, C TpenewywudMm cepauemMm, TMPUHANCA
MCKaTb ee W Hawen.

TyT Ha4vanocb HOBOE nNyTewecTBue BOBOEM, OWYNbl, CO C/IUTbHIMU
rybamum, K gpyroMy yrny, rpoe noMmeuwancs MOM anbKoB. [ONXHO ObiTh,
Mbl NMOOBUranuUCb He MNpAMbM NYyTEM, TaK KakK MHe noBCTpeyasncs
CHayana KaMWH, 3aTeM KOMOA W JUWb MOTOM TO, 4YTO Mbl MCKanNu.

N a 3abbin 060 BCeM B uMCCTynaeHun 3kKcTasa. ITo 6bin 4yac besymus,
CTPACTHOro neiyla, CBepX4yesioBe4eCKOro BOCTOpPra; MNOTOM, CpPaXeHHble
YNOUTENbHOW YCTaNoOCTbi, Mbl 3aCHYNM Opyr y gpyra B obbaTtuax.



A norpy3suncd B cHoBuaeHusi. Ho BOT BO CHe MHe noKa3anoCb, 4TO
MeHS 30BYT, MpPWU3bIBalOT Ha MNOMOWb; MNOTOM MOYYBCTBOBANl CWUJIbHbIN
TONYOK U OTKpPLIZT rfasa..

0!.. BenukonenHoe KpacHoe 3axopawee conHue, cBobOQHO MpoOHUKaSd
yepe3 pacrnaxHyToe HacTeXb OKHO, Ka3ajoCb, rnageno Ha Hac C
Kpas ropusoHTa, ocBewas cusHuem anopeosa Mow B3OygopaxeHHYo
nocTenb M Ha Hen — ob6e3yMeBlUWYW XEHWWHY, KOTOpas BU3Xana,
bunacb, M3BMBanNacb, Maxasa pyKamMm M HOramum, CTapasCb YXBaTUTb
XOTb KOHYMK MPOCTbIHW, XOTb KpaWl nonora, 4TOo yrogHo, B TO BpeMsd
KaK nocpeguM KOMHaTbl O03afja4YeHHO BbICTPOMIUCHL MOW XO3AUH B
COPpTYKe, MNpuMBPATHUK WU YepHbM, KakK pabsson, Tpybouucrt,
yCTaBuBWMECHA Ha HacC, BbiTapawus rsa3a.

1 B beweHCTBE BCKOYMA, FOTOBbIM CXBAaTWUTb XO3fiIMHA 3a WWBOPOT, MU
3aKkpuyan:

— YT0 BaM HYXHO y MeHd, 4epT nobepu?

Ha Ttpy6ouncTta Hanan HEYyOEepXUMbih CMEeX, U OH YPOHWUT XeNe3HbIK
INCT, KOTOpbIM Oepxan B pyKax. [IpMBpaTHUK, Ka3anoCb, COBEPWEHHO
owanen, XO03fiMH Xe neneTan:

— Ho, cypapb.. Mbl NpUWAK.. MO MNOBOAY.. KaMUHA.. KaMuHa..

A npopblyan:

— CTynanTte KO BCeM 4epTaMm!

Torpa OH CHAN wnsAny CO CMylWeEeHHbIM U BEeXSIMBbIM BUOOM U, MNATACb K
nsepaM, 3abopmoTtan:

— Mpoctnte, cypapb, W3BUHUTE MeHA. A He npuwen 6bl, ecnu Obl
3Han, 4To obecnokow Bac. lpuBpaTHUK CKa3as MHe, 4YTO Bbl BbiWN..
N3BUHUTE MeHAq..

N oHn ypanunuce.

C Tex nop, 3HaeTe, 9 HUKOrga He 3aBewWMBAW OKOH, HO Bcerpa
3anupan OBepb Ha 3afBUXKY.

* % X%

HaneyataHo B «Xunb bnac» 25 wuwnga 1882 ropa nog nceBgoHWUMOM
ModppuHBLES.

' pe MonaccaH. CobpaHue coymHeHun B 10 TT. Tom 3. MIN
«Aypuka», 1994
Nepeson H.BunbTep. Hekayalar



