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Hexapkoe ocCeHHee CONHUe ocCBewano ABop ¢epMbl CKBO3b BbICOKME
nepesbs orpapgbl. TpaBa, owunaHHasa KopoBaMu, 6necTtena orT
HepaBHero poxas, 3emna 6bila nponuTaHa BRaroum M, COYHO XJonas,
pacnonsanacb nog HOramu; Taxenole BeTBU A0JIOHb TFHYIUCb, POHASA
CBET/I0-3€efieHble 96/710KM B TEMHYI 3€efleHb TpaBbl.

YeTbipe Tenku, nNpuBA3aHHble B pAf, Naciaucb Ha Nyry wu BpeMs OT
BPEMEHW Mbl4asiM, MNOBEPHYBWMCb K QOMY; Kypbl necTtpoun rypbboun
KOMowunucb nepen KoHwwHeun, pa3rpebas HaBOo3 M KypaxTad; AOBa
netyxa nenn 6e3 yMONKY W pa3blCKMBaNU 4YepBAKOB [N CBOUX Kyp,
noa3biBas UxX ybeauTenbHbM KIIOXTaHbEM.

OTKpbilacb OepeBsiHHas KanuTKa; NOABUICA KPEeCTbAHWH NeT Ccopoka,
HO CropbfneHHbin U BeCb B MOpPWWHAX, KaK WEeCTUOECATUNETHUN;, OH
wen MenfneHHo, O0MbWUMKM wWaraMu, THAXKENbIMM OT YBECUCTHIX
nepeBsAHHbIX 6awMakoB, HabOWTbLIX CONOMOM. [NUHHBIE HE MO POCTY PYKHU
BUCENN, KaK MNAeTu.

Kak Tonbko OH nopgowen K ¢epMe, XenTtasd wWaBka, nNpuBsa3aHHas K
BbICOKOW CTapou rpywe, pagoM C 60YOHKOM, 3aMEHSBWUM KOHYpY,
3aBuNANa XBOCTOM U pafoCTHO 3anasna. OH NPUKPUKHYN:

— Monyatb, OuHO!

Cobaka yMonkna.

N3 pomMa Bblwna KpecTbfiHKa. llepcTdHada kopTa nnoTHO obTArmBana ee
WAPOKOKOCTHYK, nfaockorpyayw o¢ourypy. WN3-nog cepon KOPOTKOM
lbkM, He poxoguBlend OO0 WMKONOTOK, BWAHbI ObIAM HOMM B CUHUX
yynkax W pepeBAHHbIX 6awMakax, ToXe HabuTbix CONOMOW.
3acTuUpaHHbIX Yeney nNpuUKpbIBan pefeHbkue, rfnagko rMpuin3aHHble
BOJIOCbI; Ha 4YEpHOM, XyAOM, HEKpacMBOM nuue C BBaAJUBWMMCS PTOM
3acTbIO Tynoe W YyrpwMoe BblpaXeHue, KakKoe 4acCToO BMOMUWL Ha
KpeCTbAHCKUX Nnuuax.

Myx cnpocun:

— Hy, Kak oH?

XeHa oTBeTuna:
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— locnogunH Kiope CcKa3af, 4YTO Tenepb YX KOHey, OH W OO0 yTpa He
NPOTSAHET.

06a Bownn B [OOM.

Mponas 4yepes KYXHW, OHW OYYTUINCb B KOMHaTe, HU3KOW, MpA4HOW,
TakK KakK cBeT efBa npobuBanca CKBO3b OKHO, 3aHaBeWeHHOe
TOCKYTOM HOPMaHOCKOro cutua. ToncTtole 6anku, noTeMHeBWME OT
BPEMEHM M KOMNOTM, nepecekanun noTosIOK W3 KOHUA B KOHel,
nogoepxvMBas XWOEHbKWW HACTWUA 4Yeppaka, MO KOTOPOMY WU HOYbI W
OHEM CHOBanM CTafda KpbiC. 3eMNISHOW WWMWKOBATLIA MOJST NOCHWUNCA OT
CbIpOCTM; B Yrny KOMHaTbl CMyTHbM nNaTHOM 6enena kpoBaTb. TaM B
noTeMKax YyMupan CTapuK, OTel KpeCcTbAHKM; OoTTyaa QAOHOCWUNOCH
TAXenoe pQblXaHWe, TrJNyXOW pPaBHOMEPHbBIN XpUn CO CBUCTOM W
3axnebbiBaHWeM, HanNOMWHaAWWWWA WYM WMCNOPYEHHOro Hacoca.
MyX n XeHa nogownuM K yMuMpawweMmMy U YyCTaBWINCb Ha HEro MOKOPHbLIM,
PaBHOOYWHbBIM B3T/ISA0M.

39Tb CKa3an:

— Hy, Tenepb KOHYEHO, €My W [0 yTpa He OOTAHYTb.

KpecTbgaHKa oTBeTUna:

— C caMoro nongHs OH BOT TaK XPUMUT.

OHM 3aMonyanu. OTeu Nexan C 3aKpbiTbIMM [fla3aMu; 3eMnucrtoe,
MCcoxwee nUUO Ka3anoCb BbLITOYEHHbIM M3 gepeBa. HepoBHOe fbixaHue
C TPYAOM BbIPbIBANIOCb W3 MNOMAYOTKPLITOro pTa, MNPOCTbiHA HebeneHoro
NOSIOTHa MNpUNOAHMManNacb Ha rpyauM OT Kaxporo B3Aoxa.

Mocne QONroro MofnyaHus 38Tb MNPOU3HEC:

— [llpupeTca XpaTb, NOKa He KOHYNTCA. Huyero He nopenaewb. He
3Haw TONbKO, Kak Tenepb ObiTb C Cypenkou, noroga CTOUT Xopowas,
Hapo Obl 3aBTpa NOMOTh.

XeHy BCTpeBOXufna 3Ta MbiCib. llogyMaB HEMHOro, OHa 3aMeTuna:

— Ecnu oH HbiHYe noMpeT, paHble cybboTbl ero XOPOHWUTb HE CTaHyT,
— 3HauuT, ONs cypenkn y Tebsa BeCb 3aBTpaWHWWA [O€Hb.

KpeCTbHWUH OONro pa3fymbiBas, MNOTOM CKa3an:

— Tak-TO OHO TaK, a TONbkKO 3aBTpa Hapo 6bypeTr 3BaTb Ha
MOXOPOHLI; MEHblle 4YeM 3a WeCTb 4YacCOB MHE He ynpaBuUTbCHA, — MOKa-
To oboupewb Bcex oT Typsuna po MaHeTo.

XeHa, nogyMaB MUHYTH OBe — Tpu, OTBETWUNA:

— A Tbl HayHM cerogHsa, oboumanm TYpBUNBLCKYKW CTOPOHY, — YycChneeuwb
3acBeT/I0, Celyac TONbKO Hayano TpeTbero. [oBOpuM, 4YTO OH YyXe



noMep, Bedb €My U [0 Beyepa He MNPOXUTDL.
Myx konebancd HekoTopoe BpeMs, B3BewnBas BCe [OBOOL 3a MU
npoTue. HakKoHey pewwnncsa.

— Hy 4uto X%, nowupy.

OH cobpancs yxoguTb, MOTOM BEpHYSNICA U CKa3an, MNOMABLWMUCH:

— Pa3 T1ebe He4yero penaTtb, HaTpacu A6N0K, wucne4vyewb 4YeTbipe
OIOKMHBI MbllleK AN Tex, KOro no3oBeM Ha MNOXOpoHbl. Hapo xe 6byper
3aKyCcuUTb. Ha TONKYy BO3bMelWb XBOPOCT, YTO JIEXUT NOL HABECOM,
BO3ne pmaBwunbHU. OH Cyxow.

N3 KOMHaTbl OH npowen Ha KYXHW, OTKpbJ wkKkadp, pocrtan
WecTUPyHTOBYI KOBpUry xneba, OCTOPOXHO oTpe3an foMoTb, cobpan
B PYKY KPOWKW W ccCbiman ux B poT, 4TOOb HMYero He nponagano
papoM. [loToM 3auenuMn Ha KOHYMK HOXA YYyTb-4YyTb COJIEHOrO0 Macna
M3 TQIMHAHOIMO ropwka, HaMa3an ero Ha xneb M cTan xeBaTb TaK Xe
HeToponaMBO, KakK OH [fenan Bce.

OH ewe pa3 nepecek OBop, YyHAn cobaky, KoTopas onaTb 3anasna,
Bblles Ha popory, npoxogusuwyw MUMO ¢epMbl, M 3awaran no
HanpaBneHuw K TypBunw.

OcTtaBwnMCb OfHa, XeHa npuHAnacb 3a paboTy. OHa oTKpbna napb C
MyKOW W 3aMecuna TecTo pna nelwek. Mecwuna ponro, nepesanueBas C
PYKW Ha PpYyKy, MsAna, pacnnacTeiBana. HakoHeuy, ckaTaB Oonbuwow
xentoBaTto-6ensin wap, MNONOXMNa €ro Ha Kpawu CTosa; MNOTOM OHAa
oTnpaBunacb 3a s6nokamMum M, 4TO0ObI HE MoOBpPeAuTb BETOK WECTOM,
3ane3na Ha a96noHw, NpucTaBuB K Heun neceHky. OHa pBana 26n0ku C
pa3bopoM, CHMMasa TONbKO CaMble cnesnble, W CKMagbiBana MX B
nepenHuMK. C poporn ee KTO-TO OKJUKHYN:

— 31, Tetywka luko!

OHa obepHynacb. Cocepn, papsa 03um GaBe, OepeBEeHCKMU M3IP, exan B
nosie Ha Tenere C HaBO30OM, CBEeCWUB HOrum 4yepes ee Kpau. OHa
obepHynacb U oTBeTuUna:

— Y10 ckaxete, papna 03um?

— Hy, Kak oTen, xuB ewe?

OHa KpuUKHYyna:

— Oa noyuTtam 4to noMep! XopoHuTb bypmeM B cyb6b0Ty yTpoM, B CeMb
yacoB, — C CYpenkon TOpOMnNUTbCS Hapo.

Cocepn oTvo3Banca:

— [loHaTHO. Bcero Bam xopowero. bygbte 300poBbI!



OHa oTBeTMNa TaK Xe BEXJIUBO:

— Cnacubo, n BaM TOro xe.

N onaTe npuHAnacb pBaTtb A6N0Kwu.

BepHyBWMCb B [OOM, OHa Npexge BCero nowsaa B3rfAsgHyTb Ha oTua,
oyMasi, 4T0 OH yXe yMep. Ho ewe C nopora OHa ychnblwana €ro
OOHOTOHHLIMN TPOMKUW XpWUN W, Oaxe He nogouas K KpoBaTu, 4YToObl He
TepsaTb OapOM BPEMEHM, Hauyana pa3fenbiBaTb MblKK.

OHa 3aBepTbiBana Kaxpoe SONOKO B TOHKWUM CNoM TecCcTa M
packnapgbiBana ux psagaMuM Ha Kpaw cTona. CpenaB COpPOK BOCEMb
nollek, MO [OWXWHE B KaxOgoM psgy, OHa BCMNOMHMAaA, 4TO nopa
FOTOBUTb YXWUH, W MOBEeCcwuna Haf OFHEM KOTENOK C KapTOWKOW; Mneyky
OHa pewuna CerogHs He TOMNUTb: Ha MNPUrOTOBSIEHMA OCTaeTCa ele
BECb 3aBTpaWlHUA OEHb.

MyX BepHyncsa K naTu YacaMm. EgBa nepecTtynuB Nopor, OH CNpPOCUA:

— KoHuunca?

OHa oTBeTuna:

— Het ewe, BCe Xpunurt.

OHM nownwu nocMoTpeTb. CTapuk 6bI1 BCe B TOM Xe MNOJSIOKEHUMU.
Xpunnoe pbiXxaHWe, pa3MepeHHOe, KaK X0O 4acoB, He CTano Hwu
bbicTpee, HU MeaneHHee. OHO ChbIWANOCb KaxAayw CeKyHOy, WM TOJbKO
TOH Cllerka MeHancsa, B 3aBUCUMOCTM OT TOro, BXOOWN JIM BO3AYyX B
FPyab WX BbIXOOWUN U3 Hee.

39Tb MOCMOTPEN Ha Hero, NOTOM CKa3an:

— OH KOHYMTCH TaK, 4YTO Mbl U He 3aMeTMM, YyracHeT, KaK CBeuYkKa.
0ba ywnu B KYXHW M, He pa3roBapueas, cCenu 3a yxuH. [locne cyna
Cbenun no NoMTuKy xneba Cc MacnoM KU, KakK TONMbKO Obina BbiMbITa
nocyga, BEpHYNUCb B KOMHATYy YyMUpaKWEro.

XeHa B34/1a B PYKW MaNeHbKyl JaMOO4YKy C KOMNTAWMM OUTUNEM,
nogHecna ee K nuuy cTapuka. Ecnu 6 He cnblwanocCb AbiXaHWSA, MOXHO
bbin0 Obl MogyMaTb, 4YTO OH YMep.

Cynpyxeckasa KpoBaTb CTOfAJla Ha APYroM KOHLe KOMHaThl, B HMUle.
OHM nernu, He O0OMEHABWMCb HW €OWHbBIM CNOBOM, MNOracunu cBeT,
3aKpbIIM rna3a, WM BCKOPE pPa3HOrONOChIA Xpan, OOWMH FycTOW, Opyrowu
TOHEHbKUW, TMPUCOEANHUSICA K HEMNPEPbLIBHOMY XPUMEHUI YMUPAKWErO.
KpbiCbl BCE TakK X€ CHOBanu Mo 4eppaaky.

MyX MpPOCHYNCH, KakK TOJSIbKO Hayano cBeTaTb. TeCTb ObN BCe ewe



¥nB. llMko pacTonkan XeHy, BCTPEBOXEHHbIN YMOPCTBOM CTapuka.

— Mocnywan, ®emn, OH BCe He nomupaeT. YTo Tenepb Aenatb?

OH NpuMBbLIK C HEW COBETOBATbLCSH.

OHa oTBeTuna:

— [o Beyepa OH He OOXMBET, 3TO yX BepHO. boaTbca Heyero. W
M3p, Hago AyMaTb, pa3pewnT XOPOHUTbL 3aBTpa, BeAb YX Ob1 Takou
cnyyan, korpa y osgoum PeHapa noMep oTel B CaMblih CEB.

YbexgeHHbM 3TMM BECKMM [0BOOOM, MyX OTMNpaBwuica B none.

XeHa ucnekna nelwku, MOTOM nepepenana BCkw paboTy no gomy.

B nonpeHb oTeu 6bin ewe xuB. lMoOeHWMKW, HaHATbIE MONOTb CYypenky,
rypbbon npuwnu nornageTb Ha CTapuKa, KOTOPbIM HUKaAK He Mor
noMepeTb. Kaxgbih BbiICKa3asnca Mo 3TOMy MOBOAY, W BCe OMATb YWIu
B nosne.

B wecTb 4yacoB, Korpga nwogu BepHYIucb C paboTel, CTapuk BCe ele
aoblwan. 34Tb HaKOHeL, B3BOJSIHOBANCH:

— Y710 X Tenepb penaTtb, KakK Tbl gyMaewb, ®emMun? OHa HWMYEro He
Morna npugyMatb. MNownu K Mapy. OH obewan, 4To cpenaeT nobnaxky
W pa3pewnt XOPOHUTb CTapuka Ha APYyroud fAeHb. [IOKTOpP, K KOTOPOMY
TOXe XOOwnwu, corjacuncs, M3 yBaxeHus K pagowke Wnko, noMeTutb
3afHUM 4YUCIOM CBUOETEeNbCTBO O CMepTU. MyX M XeHa BepHYNuUcChb
YCMOKOEHHbIE .

OHM nernAum W YCHYNM, KaK HaKaHyHe, W UX 3BYYHbIM Xpan
npucoeguHunnca K cnabewwemy pgbiXaHUw cTapuka.

Korga OHM nNpoCHYNuCb, OH Obln1 BCe ele XuB.

TyT OHM coBcCeM pacTepanumcb. OHM CTOSNM Yy WU3roN0OBbSA KpoOBaATH,
rnaga Ha CTapuvka MNOOO3pUTENIbHO, CJIOBHO OH cobupancsa ceirpatb
Hag HUMKW CKBEPHYKW WYTKY, HagyTb WX, pOOCaguTb UM paau
cobCTBEHHOro ypoBosibCTBUA, a 6onbwe BCEro uUx cepguno T0, 4YTO
M3-3a HEro MNOTEPSHO JapOM CTONIbKO BPEMEHMW.

39Tb CnpocCwun:

— Kak xe Tenepb ObITb?

OHa TOXe He 3Hana, KakK NoCTynuTb, W OTBeTuUNa:

— BoT 6epa kakaf, npaso!

Tenepb yxe Henb3s 6b10 M3BECTUTb MPUrNAWEHHbIX, KOTOPblE [OSXKHbI
ObiNM NPUUTU C MUHYTB Ha MUHYTY. Pewnmnu nopoxpaTtb UX WU
00BbACHUTL, KakK 3TO MNONYYUNOChH.

be3 pecstM ceMb ABUNNCHL NepBble FoCTU. XEHWWHb B YEPHOM,



NOKpbITbIE 6OONMbWMMKM nNNaTkamMu, NOAXOAMAM C MNedvyallbHbIM BULOOM.
MyX4YMHbl 4yBCTBOBanM cebf TOYHO CBSAI3@HHbIMU B CYKOHHbIX KYpTKax,
HO Oep¥anucb Npowe M WiM NoMapHo, TONKYyS O Aenax.

Oapa WMKO C XeHOW pacTepsaAHHO BCTpe4vyanu ux, ybutble ropem, u,
nopongsa K nepeBow rpynne, BAPYr Havanu oba nnakatbca. OHu
00BbACHANM, 4YTO CNY4YUNIOCb, paccKasbiBain O CBOEM 3aTPYQHUTENIbHOM
NOSIOXKEHUN, npepsaranu rocTaM CTynbf, XaonoTanu, WU3BUHANUCL, U3
KOXW Nne3nu, [OoKa3biBas, 4YTO Ha MX MecTe BCAKMK Bbl Tak noctynwun,
n ropopunu 6e3 yMonky, He faBas HUKOMY BCTaBWTb CJI0BO.

OHM nepexogunu OT OJHOr0 FOCTA K OpPYromy.

— Mbl M CaMM HMKaK He fAyMasiM, 4TO OH CTONbKO npoTaHeT. [lpocTo
He nosepulb!

FoCcTWM, MNOHAB, YTO LEPEMOHMA HE COCTOUTCHA, O3afaudeHHble,
pa3ovyapoBaHHble B CBOUX OXMOAHWUAX, He 3HanuM, 4TO0 WM penatb, WU
paccenucb, rpe npuwnocb. HekoTopble cobpanucb yxe yxoauTb. Ho
nans lnko ypepxan ux:

— Mbl BCe-Taku 3aMOpuM 4YepBfidYka. Haneknu nblwek, TakK He
nponagaTtb Xe WM.

Jluya rocten npocBeTnenn npu 3Tux cnosax. locnbiwancsa Her poMKUn
ropop. [IBOp MNOHEMHOry 3anoJflIHANICA HapoaoM; npubbiBLME MepBbIMU
coobwann HOBOCTb OCTanbHbM. [OCTM nNepewenTbiBalUCb. Y3HaB, 4TO
OyoyT nMblukKKM, BCE OXUBUIIUCH.

XeHwmnHbl BXOQMNM NOCMOTPETb Ha ymupakwero. lMoponga K nocTtenwu,
OHW KpecTunucb u, npobopMoTaB MOMUTBY, yxoaunn. MyX4duHbl, MeHee
nagkne Ha Takue 3penuuwa, TONbKO 3arnagbiBaiM B OKHO, KOTOpoe
Obi1I0 Tenepb OTKPLITO.

TeTywka lWinko obbsicHAna:

— BoT yxe gBa [OHS TakK, HWM B3af, HW Bhepen, HU Xyxe, HU nyduwe.
Xpunut, byato Hacoc 6e3 Bofbl.

Mocne TOro Kak norngagenu Ha ymupawwero, nopa Obio U 3aKyCUTb.
Ho KyXHSi He Morfla BMeCTUTb BCex cpa3y, M MNOTOMY CTOJ1 BblHEC/HU
BO OBOP M NOCTaBWNM nepen ABepblo. YeTbipe [0XMHbI MbllleK, PYMSHbIX
MW anneTuUTHbIX, NPUBNeKann BCe B30pPbl, MNOKOACb Ha ABYX 00nbwmnx
6niogax. Kaxgbln Toponunaca NPOTAHYTb PYKY 3a nblwkou, 60fCb, 4TO
Ha ero Aok He xBaTuUT. OOHAKO YeTbipe WTYKU Oaxe OCTanuchb.
Oapwowka lnko rosopus C MOJSHbLIM PTOM:

— Ecnu 6 oH Hac Bwupgen, nanawa-Tto, BOT 6bl pacctpouncsa. [lpwu



XU3HU OXOTHUK Obll OO Mblluek.

TONCTbIN WYTHUK-KPECTbSAHUH OTO3BanCH:

— Hy, Tenepb yx oH 6onbwe He nonpobyeT nbiwek. KaxgoMmy cCBOW
yepep.

3TO 3aMeyvyaHue HMYYyTb He onevyanuno rocTteun, a, HaoboporT,
passecenuno. Tenepb 6b1 UX 4vepen €CTb MblKK.

TeTywka llnko, oropyeHHas 6onbwuMuM pacxopgamu, TOo U geno berana
B norpeb 3a cuapoM. KyBuwwuHbl 6bICTPO nyctenu. Bce cMmedanuce,
FOBOP CTan rpoMye, MOOHANCA [Qaxe KPUK, KakK ObiBaeT Ha nupywkax.
Bopyr cTapyxa-kKpecCcTbfHKa, KOTopas ocTajnacb OKOJI0O yMupawlero wus3
XagHoro nwbonbiTCTBa M CTpaxa nepeg TeM, 4YTO BCKOpe NpeacTosano
en caMou, BbICYHYSlaCb M3 OKHa W MPOH3UTENbHO 3aKpuyana:

— lomep! Tlomep!

Bce 3amMonyanu. XeHwuHbl ObICTPO BCTanu u3-3a ctona v nobexanwu
CMOTpEeThb.

N B camoM pene, cTapuk yMep. OH nepectan xpuneTb. MyX4YuHbl
nepernagsiBanMcb U onyckanu rnasa, 4yBcTBysa cebsa HenoBko. Bepb
ewe M nblIWKKM He ycnenu poecTtb. BoT yx Hawen BpeMs, Heyero
cKka3aTb.

Cynpyru linuko 6onbwe He nnakanaucb. Bce ObINO KOHYEHO, M OHMU
ycnokoumnucb. OHM TBepaunwu:

— Mbl TakK M 3Hanu, 4YTO 3TO HeOonro npoTaHeTcd. A ecnum Ob OH
NOMep HblHYE HOYbK, HUKakoro 6ol m GecrnokoncTBa He 6bINO.

Hy pa BCe paBHO, Tenepb KOHYEHO. [IOXOPOHAT ero B MNOHEeQeNbHUK,
BOT U BCe, M 0onNATb OyaoyT €CTb MNbllKM — pagn Takoro crny4as.

focTu ywnu, pasrosapuBas 0 coBepuwuBlwemMcs cobbiTuM, [OBOJSbHbIE
TEeM, 4YTO NPUCYTCTBOBASIM MPU HEM U 3aMOPUNN YepBsYKa.

A Korpga MyX C XeHOWM OCTanNucCb OOHW, C rna3sy Ha rfnas, XeHa
cka3ana, o3aboyeHHO Mopwa nob:

— OnaTtb npuoeTcsa neyb 4YeTbipe [OWXMHbLI MNblwek! He Mor yx noMmepeTb
HblHYEe HOYbi0!

MyX, NOKopHbiM cyobbe, oTBeTun:

— Hy 4Tt0 X, Begb 3TO He KaxObin OeHb 6biBaeT.

* %k %
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