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m SEYIT JEMALETDIN MOSQUE

Seyit Jemaletdin Mosque Seyit Jemaletdin Mosque. Among the
small number of Timurid-era monuments on the territory of
Turkmenistan, the mosque of Seyit Jemaletdin in Anau stanza
out as the most brilliant. According to inscriptions on 1its
facades and interior, it was built when Khoresm was ruled by
Abu Kasim Baber Bahadurhan (1446-1457). Its construction was
financed by his vizir, Muhammed Khudaiot, who chose a site
near the grave of his father, Jemaletdin.

One curious feature of the mosque is the mosaic above the
entrance arch, depicting two enormous 8-9m high dragons facing
each other. Their vivid yellow bodies contrast sharply with
the deep blue mosaic background depicted on the facades of
Central Asian buildings — especially religious structures.
These were in sharp contradiction to the late-Islamic ban
against depicting any living being in art. There has as yet
been no fully satisfactory explanation for this curious detail
above the entrance to the Anau mosque. The mosque is located
12km to the southeast of Ashgabat. The original mosque was
completely destroyed in the 1948 earthquake.

There are many folk legends connected with these dragons. One
of them tells how a kind hearted queen lived long ago in the
fortress, to which the people often brought their requests.
They rang a bell hanging by the gates; when they heard the
ringing bell, her servants would open the gates, listen to
these requests, and give assistance to their petitioners.

One day, the bell rang out loudly for longer than usual. The
servants rushed to the gates and saw an enormous dragon
ringing the bell with a beseeching look, without harming a
soul. Somehow, he was able to explain that his mate needed
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help. The servants followed the dragon into the mountains and
freed his mate from a goat whose horns had gotten caught in
her mouth. In gratitude, both dragons brought many objects of
great value to the fortress gates, and the queen ordered a
magnificent mosque to be built for them. In this way the two
dragons were immortalized on the mosque’s entranceway.
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[MaMATHUKKU apXUTeKTypbl TypKMeHUcCTaHa
m MEYETb CEAUT OXAMANETOWH

Cennt [OxamanetauH MeveTb Ceunt [OxaManeTauH MeuvetTb. Cpepwu
HeboNbWOro 4ucna MNaMATHUKOB 3MN0XM TUMYpPUOOB Ha TEPPUTOPUMU
TypkMeHncTaHa MedyeTb Ceunnt [xeManeTouH B AHayckoum cTpode
cuntaeTca camoum bBnectawen. CornacHo HagnMcaM Ha ero ¢gacapax w
BHYTPEHHEN 4acTu, OH Obln NMOCTPOEH, Korpga Xope3MoM ynpasnsn Aby
Kacum babep baxapypxaH (1446-1457). Ero cTpouTenbCTBO
duHaHCuMpoBan ero Bu3snpb Myxammen XygoanoT, KOTOpbIM Bbibpan MecTo
BO3/1€ MOrufnbl CBOEro otua [xemManeTtguHa.

JwbonbiITHOM 0COBEHHOCTbLIO Me4vyeTu ABMAAETCA MO3aukKa Had BXOOHOW
apKoW, Ha KOTOPOM [Ba OrPOMHbLIX APakKOHa BbLICOTON 8-9 M obOpauweHsl
opyr K gpyry. WX sipko-xentble Tena pe3Ko KOHTPAaCTUPYWT C TEMHO-
CMHUM MO3au4YHbM POHOM, WN306paxeHHbIM Ha @(GacagaX LEHTpPaSIbHO-
a3MaTCKUX 3[0aHUW — OCODEHHO pPenMruno3HbIX COOPYXeHuUn. ITOo ObIO B
pe3KOM nMNpoTMBOPEYUM C NO3OHUM WUCIAMCKMM 3anpeToM Ha
n3obpaxeHune nwboro XMBOro cymwectsa B UCKycCcTBe. [0 CUX nop He
ObI1I0 NMONHOCTbLIO YOOB/IETBOPUTENBHOI0 0OBACHEHUA 3TOW NOONBITHON
feTtanun Hag BX0OOM B MeyeTb AHay. MeyeTb pacnosioxeHa B 12 KM K
loro-BoCTOKYy OT Awxabapa. [lepBoHa4danbHasa MeyeTb Oblla MOSIHOCTLIO
pa3pylweHa B pe3ynbTaTe 3eMneTpaceHunsa 1948 ropa.

ECTb MHOro HapOAHLIX flereHn, CBSi3aHHbIX C 3TMMM OpakoHamu. 0pguH
M3 HWUX paccKka3biBaeT, Kak pobpoceppoedyHas KoponeBa Xwuna B
KPenoCcTuW paBHbM-O0AaBHO, K KOTOPOW nioAau 4acTo NpeabaABfsnAM CBOWU
npoCcb6bbl. OHM NO3BOHWNM B KOJIOKOS Yy BOPOT; KOrga OHM YyChblWanu
3BOHAWMA 3BOHOK, €e CJyru OTKpbiBAanu BOpOTa, CAywanum 3Twu
npocbObbl M MOMOrasan CBOUM MNPOCUTENSM.



OpHaxOobl 3BOHOK MpPO3BEHEeN rpPOMKO ponbuwe, 4em 06b4HO. Cnyrwu
bpocunnucb K BOpOTaM W YBWUAENU OrPOMHOr0 OpakKoOHa, 30BYWErO
B3rnaooM KOJNIOKOJIbYMK, HE MNpuYuHawwero Bpepa gywe. KakuM-To
obpa3oM oH cMOr 06bLACHUTbL, 4UYTO €ro MNOMOWHMUKY HYXHa MOMOLUb.
Cnyrn nocneposanu 3a OpakoOHOM B ropel U ocsobogunu ero ToBapuua
OT KO37a, 4YbW pora nonanu eu B poT. B 3Hak 6bnaropapHocTtu oba
OpakKOHa MNPUMHECAM B BOPOTA KPENOCTM MHOIMO LEHHbIX NpeaMeToB, U
KOponeBa Mnpukasana MNOCTPOUTb AN HUX BENUKONENHYKW MeYyeTb.
TakuMm obpa3oM, gBa OgpakoHa ObM yBeKOBeYeHbl Ha BXOOEe B Me4yeTb.
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