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Mpowait! / paccka3 MPOWAI!

OBa npuatens KoHuyunum obepatb. B oOKHO Kadpe 6bin BUAOEH
MHOronwaHein 6ynbBap. OHM 4YYyBCTBOBANIM, KaK TAHYNO TensbiM
BETEPKOM, KOTopbin npoberaetr no [lapuxy J/aCKOBbIMU JNE€THUMHU
BeyepamMn 1M OynopaxuT MNPOXOXMX, MaHUT yexaTb Kypga-Hubyaob nof
gepeBbsd, Oaneko, CaM He 3HaelWb Kyfda, HaBeBaeT MeuYThl 0 pekax,
OCBEllEeHHbIX TIYHOW, O CBeT/IiYKax W CONOBbSAX.

AHpn CuMOH cKa3an, rnyboko B3[O0XHYB:

— Crapew, cTapew.. pyctHo. bbBano, TakKuMu BedepamMun 4
YyBCTBOBaNl, KakK KPOBb KWMNUT B Xunax. A Tenepb 9 4YyBCTBYHW
TONbKO TOCKY. [a, 6biCTpo NpOXOOAuUT XM3Hb!

EMy 6bin0 neT COpoOK NATb, OH yxe oTaxenen u obnwicen.

NMbep KapHbe, 4yTO4YKYy nocTaplie, CyxXoWaBbih U BCe elle XUBOU,
NnoaXxBaTunN:

— A 4, ronybumk, nocTapen m caM TOro He 3aMeTun. A Bcerpa 6bin
BeCesibiIM, XW3HepagoCTHbLIM, 3[00POBbLIM M BCe Takoe npoyee. Kaxabiu
0EHb CMOTpUWLCA B 3€epkKaso, BOT M He 3aMedvyaewb paboTbl BpeMeHwu,
a paboTta >Ta MepgneHHas, paBHOMepHasd, M ULO MeHAeTCd Tak
NOCTENeHHO, 4YTO NepexonoB HUKAK He YNoBUlUb. TONIbKO MNOTOMY Mbl U
He yMupaeM C rops yxe nocse QOBYyX — Tpex NneT 3Tou
paspywntenbHon paboTbl. Mbl ee He BuamMm. Hapo 6bl C nonropma He
CMOTpPEeTbCA B 3epKajo, Nullb TOrga MOXHO OToaTb cebe B HeuW oTveT
— W Kakou 370 bypet ypap!

A xeHwwuHbl, MoK poporon!.. Kak MHe ux, begHaxek, xanko. Bce
cyaCTbe, BCH Cuia, BCS XM3Hb O/ HUX B KpacoTe, HO ee XBaTaeT
neT Ha OecsTb.

Hy, Tak BOT, A cOCTapwuics, caM TOro He nopgo3pesasi. A Bce euwe
cynTan cebs 4YyTb M He KHowew, a MHe ObIO yxe nog NATbOECHT.
Hukorga M HMYeM 9 He XBOpan M XWN CYaACT/IMBO M CMOKOWHO.

Mosa CTapoCTb OTKpbilaCb MHE OYeHb MNPOCTbHM U CTpaWHbM obpa3oM, u
nonroga A XoOoun Kak nNpuWMOieHHbIW.. MOTOM MPUMUPUIICS .

A yacto BnWONANCA, Kak M BCE MyXUYWUHbI, HO MNO-HacToAwemy nwdun
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TO/IbKO pas.
A BcTpeTun ee B JITpeTa, Ha bepery Mopsa, NneT OBeHaguaTb TOMy
Ha3afd, TYT Xe nocjie BOWHbl. HeT HM4Yyero mmnee 3TOro nnasxa yTpoM,
B 4Yachl KynaHua. OH HeBenWK, W30rHYyT nogkosown, ero obctynunwu
BbiICOKMe 6enble CcKanbl C MNPUYYA/MBbLIMA apKaMu, KOTOPble Ha3blBawT
«BopoTamu». 0OpgHa CcKana, OrpoMHas, MPOTSAHy/Aa B MOpPe TFUraHTCKYK
nany, ppyrasa, Kpyrnas, Hu3kasa, Kak 6yaTto cuaouT HanNpoTUB Hee;
Ha Y3KOW KOCe, YCefHHOW ranbkou, cobupawTcs CTaMkamum, TONNATCH
XEHWWNHbl, — MNEeCcTPbil LBETHWUK SPKUX TyaneToB B pPaMKe BbICOKUX
ckan. ConHue cBeTUT BOBCH Ha Oeper, Ha pa3HOUBETHble 30HTUKMU,
Ha 3eneHoBaTto-ronyboe Mope, M BCe BOKPYr pagyeTt, u4apyer,
nackaeTt B3o0op. Caguwbca y caMoM BOfAbl M paccMaTpuBaelb
Kynanbwuy. OHM CnycCKawTCcd K MOpPW, 3aBEpPHYBWMCb B ¢naHenesblie
neHbloapbl, cOpacbiBalT WX KPACUBbIM OBUXEHUEM Yy KPYXEBHOW MEHbI
Haberawwmx BONH, OLICTPHIMM WaXKaMM BXOQAT B BOQY, MWHOrpa
OCTaHaBnuBawTCAa, 390KO exaTcsd, nepeBomAT AyX.

He BcCfikasg BbiO€pXMT TakKoW 3K3aMeH. TyT-To ux u pasbupaewb no
BCeM CTaTbAM. HepocTaTkuM 0CODOEHHO 3aMeTHbl, Korpga Kynanbluubl
BbIXOAAT Ha Oeper, XOoTs MOpCKas Boga O4YeHb OogpuT BsAoe Teno.

C nepBoro xe pasa, KakK A yBuaoen Ha KynaHuUW 3Ty XeHWuHy, 1 Obin
BOCXWUWEH, o4apoBaH. OHa Bbiaepxana, Onecrtawe Bbigepxana
ucnoiTaune. [a, ObiBAWT Takue nuua, 4UYTO Cpa3y MNEHAWT CBOEM
npenecTbl, 3axBaTbiBaWT LeSIMKOM. KaxeTcsi, 4YTO Hawesn, HakKoHel,
XEHWNHY, npefHa3HayeHHylw Tebe OT poxgeHus. BoT 3TO owyueHwue,
3TY MIHOBEHHYI0 NbOBb nepexun u 1.

Mbl MO3HAKOMWIIUCL, W CKOPO A TaK YBJIEKCH, KaK HUMKOrga M HUKEM.
OHa wuctoMuna MHe ceppaue. MyuyuTenbHO M CrnagkKo Takoe MOJIHOe
NOQYMHEHNE XeHWWHe. ITO0 4YyTb JIM HE MNbITKA M BMecTe C TEM
6eckoHeyHoe 6GnaxeHcTBO. B3rnap, ynbibka, 3aBUMTKM Ha wee, Korpga
MX WeBenwUI BETEepoK, BCAKad 4YepTovyka Ha ee nuue, MUMOJNIETHOE
BblpaXeHne — BCe BOCXMWANo, noTpscano MeHs, csoguno ¢ yma. OHa
3anofioHUMa, OKONpoBasla MeHf, OT ee XeCTOB, ABUXEHWUW, [axe OT
Bewen MCXOOuso Kakoe-TO O4yapoBaHue. MeHs yMunsna ee ByaneTka,
fnexaswas Ha cTone, nepyatku, OpoweHHble Ha Kpecno. Ee nnaTbA
Ka3ajuCb MHE HenogpaxXaembiMh, HUKTO HE HOCWUS TakKuxX WAAMOK.

OHa 6bina 3aMyxeM. Ho cynpyr npue3xan no cybbortam u oTnpasnancs
obpaTHO nNo noHepenbHukaM. BnpoyeMm, OH 6bin MHe 6e3pa3nunyeH. 4



COBCEM He peBHOBa/ K HeMy, MNOYEeMy — U CaM He 3Halw, HO HUKTO
euwe He Ka3aNcd MHe TakKWUM He3Ha4yuTesNlbHbIM, HO Ha KOro 4 He
obpawan Tak Majio BHMMaHUS, KaK Ha Hero.

3aTto kKak a nwbun ee! N kakas oHa ObNa KpacuBas, Muias U
Monopaa! BonnoweHHasa MONOAOCTbL, W3AWeCTBO M cBexecTb! Hukorpa
paHblle 9 TaK OCTPO He 4YyBCTBOBAJl, KakKoe KpacuBoe, rpauuno3Hoe,
YTOHYEHHOe, npesieCTHOe CO3[aHWe — XeHWuHa: CcaMo O4YapoBaHWe #
HEXHOCTb! HuKorpa paHblle § He MNOoHUMan, CKOJIbKO MNJEHUTENbHON
KpacoTbl B O4YepTaHuuM wek, B mirnbe ryb, B 3aKpPyreHHOW NUHUU
ManeHbKOro yuwka, B ¢opMe TOro Henenoro opraHa, KOTOPbIN
Ha3blBa€TCH HOCOM.

JTO MNpofosXanocCb TPU Mecdua, MNOTOM A yexan B AMepuKy, Tep3ascb
oT4yasHuMeM. HO MbICNIb O HEW xuna BO MHe, YynopHasa,
Bcenobexpawwas. ITa XeHWMHa Bnagena MHOM uM3Qanu, KakK Bnapgena
Korga-to B6nu3u. Wnu rogbl. A He 3abbiBan ee. Munbin obpas Obin y
MeHs nepepn rnasamm M B ceppue. A nwbun ee BCe TaK Xe HEXHO,
TONbKO CNOKOWHEEe, KakK Joporoe BOCMOMWUHAHWE O CaMOM MPEKPaCHOM
MW pagoOCTHOM, 4YTO ObII0O B XWU3HMWU.

YTOo Takoe OBeHaguaTb NeT B XWU3HW 4yenoBeka? [IpOMENbKHYT, W He
noyyscTtByewb! Tlopgbl uaoyT oouH 3a [pyruMmM, MepneHHbole u
CTPEMUTENbHbLIE, HECMEeWHO M TOPOMNMBO, KaxXObll TAHETCda Oonro, a
npoxoauT Tak ckopo! W HakannueBawTCs OHM TakK ObICTPO, OCTaBAANT
TaK MaTa CnegoB, — KaHy/IM B BEYHOCTb, W HET WX, OrnfgHewWbCs Ha
NMPOMOEHHbBIN MYyTb — W HUYEro He BUOUWIb, U HE MNOHWMAEellb, Kak
CNyyunocb, 4YTO Tbl COCTapuiacs.

MHe, npaBo, Ka3ajloCb, 4YTO BCEro HECKOJbKO MecaueB Npowno c
TOr0 YygecHoOro sieta Ha nnasxe B JTpeTa.

Mpowson BeCHOM 1 Kak-To noexan obepmatb K 3HAaKOMbIM B Me30H-
Nagpur.

Korga noe3spg yxe Tporascf, K HaM B BaroH Bowja TOJICTad fdaMa B
COMPOBOXAEHMUMN YeThipex peBoYeK. A MenbKOM B3rNAHYN Ha 3Ty
Hacenky, poixnyw, pebenyw, C KpyrnabM, KakK fyHa, JMUOM, B Opeone
COJIOMEHHOWN WASANKW, YKPAWEHHOW NeHTaMu.

OHa 3anbixanacb OT 6GbICTPOM X0ObObl M HMKAK He MOrna OTAblWATbLCH.
A petun npuHanucb webetaTtb. A pa3BepHyn raseTy U NOrpys3uncsa B
yTeHue.



Mbl yXe npoexanu AHbep, KOrga CocCeaka BOPYr 3aroBopuiia CO MHOW:

— Mpoctnte, cypmapb, Bbl He rocnoguMH KapHbe?

— [a, cypapblHa.

TyT OHa paccMesnacb [OBOJSIbHbIM CMEXOM ONarogywHOW XeHWWHbl, W
BCe Xe B cMexe ee 6bina Kakasfi-TO rpycThb.

— He y3HaerTe?

A konebancda. MHe B caMOM fefne kKa3anocb, byato 4 rpoe-To Bupen
ee nuuo. Ho rpe? Korpa? A otBeTun:

— N pa.. u HeT.. Mbl, HECOMHEHHO, BCTpe4dajluCb, HO A He MoOry
NPUMNOMHUTbL, KTO Bbl.

OHa 4yyTb-4YyTb MNOKpacHena.

— Xwonu Jlepesp.

Hukorgpa He nepexuBan 9 Takoro ypapa. Ha MUMHYTYy MHe noKa3anocChb,
4YTO BCe KOH4YeHO! A TONbLKO MOYyBCTBOBas, 4YTO MNefsleHa cnana y
MEeHfs C rjna3 W Tenepb MHe OTKPOeTCHd 4YTO-TO YXacCHoe,
noTpsacawuwee.

Tak 370 oHa! J2T1a pebenad, O6ygHW4YHasa XeHwwmHa — oHa! N 3a TO
BpeMsi, 4TO Mbl He BWOeNIUCb, OHa BbiCcMAena 4veTbipex pgeso4vek! ITuU
MaJsleHbKWe CyluecTBa Bbi3blBaJIN BO MHE TaKoe Xe YyOUB/IeHUe, KaK MU
MaTb. OHM 6biIM ee NNOoTb; OHM yXe BLIPOCAU, YyXe 3aHAIM MecTo B
XU3HM. A OHa Tenepb B CYeT He wWfa, OHa — TO 4YypecHoe,
M3bICKAHHOEe CcO03[JaHne, KOKeTnueoe un Munoe. Kasanocb, Mol
paccTanucCb TOJIbKO BYepa, W BOT 4YTO C Heum cTanocb! [la Kak xe
3T0 BO3MOXHO? Ceppaue CXuManocb OT OCTpou 6onu, U B TO Xe BpeMSs
BO MHE HapacCTaJlo BO3MylleHMe NpoTuUB npupopb, OGe3paccynHbiM THEB
NPOTUB XE€CTOKOro, OTBPATUTENIbHOrO pa3pyweHus.

A pacTepdaHHO rnapgen Ha Hee. [loToM B3497n1 ee 3a pPyKy, W cnes3bl
HaBepHyNnMCb MHe Ha rja3a. f onjakmBan ee MOJIOLQOCTb, 4
onflakueasn ee CMepTb, — MNOTOMY 4YTO 3TY TOJICTY OaMy S He 3Han.

A OHa rosopuna, TOXe BOJIHYACb:

— Ctano 6bITb, 9 0O4YeHb WM3MeHUnNacb? YTo pgenatb, BCe NPOXOOMUT.
Buoute, 4 CcTana MaTepbi, TONbKO MaTepbl, MNPUMEPHON MaTepbl. A
BCe OCTajibHOe — npowan, KOH4YeHo! AX, 4 TakK M OyMana, 4YTO Bbl
MeHf He Yy3HaeTe, eCNM HaM poBefeTcd BCTpeTuTbCA. [a u Bbl
n3MeHunuco! CnepBa s pewuna, 4To obo3Hanacb. Bbl coBcem cepowu.
MogymMaTb TONILKO, Npowno ABeHaguaTtb neT! [BeHapuaTb net! Moewu
CTaplen OoYKe yxe OeceaTb.



1 nocmoTpen Ha peBo4yky. W Hawen B HeWm 4YTO-TO OT ObIIOrO
oyapoBaHuMa MaTepu, HO UYTO-TO elWe HeonpepeseHHoe,
HeCcnoxumBweecs, TONbKO HaMeK. W XM3Hb noka3anacb MHe 6biCTpoH,
KakK YHOCAWMUCS BRanb noesf.

Mbl npuexanu B Me3oH-JlapuT. A nouenoBan pPyKy Moen ObNOK
BO3N0ONEHHOMW. Y MeHf Hawnucb ONS Hee TOJIbKO caMble HGaHanbHble
cnosa. f 6biN CAMWKOM MNOTPSACEH M HE MOIr FOBOPUTDL.

BeyepoM, cupgs poma, oOuMH, S OONro pasrnspgbsiean cebs B 3epkano,
O4YeHb [oAro. N B KOHUE KOHUOB BCMOMHMWM, KakuMM da Obll paHble,
MbICSIEHHO npepcTaBun cebe TeMHble YCbl, WU YepHble BOJSIOCH, U
MO/l0og0e BbipaxeHue nuua. Tenepb A yxe cTapuk. [powan, Xu3Hb!
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HaneyataHo B «Xunb bnac» 18 Mmaprta 1884 ropma nog nceBOOHWMOM
ModpuHLES.

'm pe MonaccaH. CobpaHue coymHeHun B 10 TT1T. Tom 4. MN
«Aypuka», 1994
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